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The prevention of infection is a major priority in all healthcare and everyone has a part to play.
•	 Please decontaminate your hands frequently for 20 seconds using soap and water or alcohol gel if available
•	 If you have symptoms of diarrhoea and/or vomiting, cough or other respiratory symptoms, a temperature 

or any loss of taste or smell please do not visit the hospital or any other care facility and seek advice  
from 111

•	 Keep the environment clean and tidy
•	 Let’s work together to keep infections out of our hospitals and care homes.

Expressive Language
Children’s Speech and Language Therapy
Acute and Community AHPs

Introduction 
This leaflet is produced for parents who may have concerns about their child’s expressive language 
development.  We hope you find this information useful. If you require further information, please 
telephone us on 01902 444363.

Expressive Language
Expressive language means the spoken words and sentences that we use. Using the right words and 
putting them into the right order requires a lot of skill. 

Some children may have expressive language difficulties in areas such as:

•	 Not being able to find the right word

•	 Learning and remembering new vocabulary (words)

•	 Using the correct grammar (sentence structure)

•	 Putting words in the right order

•	 Retelling stories

General strategies to develop expressive language skills
•	 Simplify adult language

•	 Try to talk to a child at their level

•	 Build on what they say by adding one or two words

•	 When you speak to a child give them time to respond. 

•	 Children need longer than adults to understand what has been said and to pick the words 
they want to use

•	 Using gestures or pictures with words can help children to learn new words. Children can also use 
the gestures or pictures to tell you things

•	 Describe what a child is doing. When you do this it is likely they will join in and talk

There are lots of children and young people who have difficulties with expressive language. Most of 
them can be helped by people who work with them such as school and nursery staff. However, some 
may require referral to Speech and Language Therapy for specific advice and support.
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Further information to support your child can be found in these 
leaflets:

Attention and listening skills

Receptive Language 

Speech Sounds 

Social Communication Skills

All are available from the website.

How do I get in touch?
Speech and Language Therapy Service 
The Gem Centre 
Neachells Lane 
Wednesfield 
Wolverhampton 
WV11 3PG

Telephone: 01902 444363

E-mail: rwh-tr.Speech-And-Language@nhs.net 

Website: https://www.royalwolverhampton.nhs.uk/services/service-directory-a-z/speech-and-
language-therapy/
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