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The prevention of infection is a major priority in all healthcare and everyone has a part to play.
•	 Please decontaminate your hands frequently for 20 seconds using soap and water or alcohol gel if available
•	 If you have symptoms of diarrhoea and/or vomiting, cough or other respiratory symptoms, a temperature 

or any loss of taste or smell please do not visit the hospital or any other care facility and seek advice  
from 111

•	 Keep the environment clean and tidy
•	 Let’s work together to keep infections out of our hospitals and care homes.

Removal of Haemodialysis Catheter
Renal Medicine – Renal Unit

This leaflet will tell you what to expect following the removal of your haemodialysis catheter. Now 
that your dialysis catheter has been removed, there are some important points to remember:

•	 Please leave the dressing dry and intact for 48 hours after line removal

•	 If there is any bleeding from the removal site, apply pressure over the dressing with a clean towel 
for a minimum of five minutes

•	 If the bleeding does not stop after fifteen minutes, ring the New Cross Renal Unit via telephone 
number below

•	 If the bleeding does not stop and it is out of hours, ring 999

Two tablets of 500mg (1g) paracetamol can be taken to relieve discomfort following this procedure 
(remember this should be taken no more than 4-6 hourly, maximum of 4g paracetamol in 24 hours).

If you have stitches to the exit site, these will be removed in 7-10 days. 

The arrangements for this are as follows:

Date ............................

At ........................................................................................................

If you have any concerns about the site such as prolonged or excessive pain, excess oozing especially 
of pus, feel unwell, for example, you have a high temperature, you are shivering or experiencing 
shortness of breath, please contact your Renal Unit as soon as possible or telephone 999.

Contact details
Renal Unit – C8 
New Cross Hospital  
Telephone: 01902 695010 or 694010 
Monday to Saturday: 7:15am – 7:15pm

Renal Ward – C24 
Telephone: 01902 695015 or 694015 out of hours
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Additional information
For further information, you may wish to search the following websites:

www.kidneypatientguide.org.uk

www.renalpatients.co.uk

www.kidney.org

www.kidneyresearchuk.org

www.kidneyalliance.org

www.kidneycareuk.org
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