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The prevention of infection is a major priority in all healthcare and everyone has a part to play.
•	 Please decontaminate your hands frequently for 20 seconds using soap and water or alcohol gel if available
•	 If you have symptoms of diarrhoea and/or vomiting, cough or other respiratory symptoms, a temperature 

or any loss of taste or smell please do not visit the hospital or any other care facility and seek advice  
from 111

•	 Keep the environment clean and tidy
•	 Let’s work together to keep infections out of our hospitals and care homes.
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The National Haemoglobinopathy Registry 
(NHR)

What is the National Haemoglobinopathy Registry (NHR)?
The NHR is a national database of all patients living in the UK with sickle cell disease and 
thalassaemia major. The registry holds information about these patients and their condition.

The NHR only holds information about the patients who have given their consent to be added to the 
registry.

Giving consent to be added to the registry
You can give consent for your information to be added to the registry by speaking to your hospital 
doctor at your outpatient clinic visit or clinical nurse specialist. You will be given some written 
information from the NHR to read, to allow you time to make an informed decision before you give 
your consent.

If you do not give your consent, then your information will not be sent to the NHR. The decision to 
be added to the register is your choice and will not affect the care you are given or the treatment 
you receive.

You can change your mind at any time and ask your hospital doctor or clinical nurse specialist to 
remove your information from the registry, or to be added to the registry.

Why do we need a National Haemoglobinopathy Registry?
The information that the NHR collects is used to find out:

•	 How many people have sickle cell and thalassaemia

•	 How people with these conditions are responding to their treatment

The information held on the NHR helps to make sure better services are in place for people living 
with these conditions and to help with funding for research to help improve treatments for people 
with sickle cell disease and thalassaemia.

The UK Haemoglobinopathy Forum is responsible for overseeing developments in treatment and 
care, and is strongly supportive of the work the NHR is doing to improve care and clinical treatment.
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What information will the NHR collect?
The NHR need to know:

•	 Your name

•	 Your date of birth

•	 Your gender

•	 Your NHS number

•	 Your postcode

•	 Your GP details

•	 The condition you have and when you were diagnosed

•	 The treatment you are having.

For a full list of the details the NHR needs please visit the National Haemoglobinopathy Registry 
website on www.nhr.nhs.uk

How will the NHR store my information?
The NHR has strict rules about how your information is stored and who can access it. Your details will 
be stored on a computer system with secure passwords. The information you provide will be strictly 
confidential and will only be made available to the appropriate staff with secure access to use the 
NHR.

You will never be contacted by anyone from the NHR directly and if any reports are published, no 
individual will be identified from the registry.

Further information
You can find out more about the NHR from:

•	 Visiting the NHR website https.//nhr.mdas.com

•	 Asking your hospital doctor or clinical nurse specialist for more information

•	 Read the patient information leaflet available on the NHR website.
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