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The prevention of infection is a major priority in all healthcare and everyone has a part to play.
• Please decontaminate your hands frequently for 20 seconds using soap and water or alcohol gel if available
• If you have symptoms of diarrhoea and/or vomiting, cough or other respiratory symptoms, a temperature 

or any loss of taste or smell please do not visit the hospital or any other care facility and seek advice  
from 111

• Keep the environment clean and tidy
• Let’s work together to keep infections out of our hospitals and care homes.

Ear irrigation
Adult Community and RWT Primary Care Network services

Introduction – Aim of the leaflet
Provide information and advice post ear irrigation.

What should I do following ear irrigation?
You have had your ears syringed; keep them dry for a few days, as the protective wax layer has been 
removed.

If you experience any unexplained deafness, pain or discharge from your ears please contact your GP.

What can cause a build up of ear wax?
Narrow ear canals, hairy ears, being in a smoky/dusty atmosphere or ear wax getting dryer with age 
may predispose to excessive build-up of wax. 

Hearing aids can interfere with the natural cleaning mechanism of the ear, causing debris to build up 
in the canal.

If you have repeated problems with wax blocking your ears, using olive oil drops regularly may 
prevent this.

What can I do to avoid needing ear irrigation again? 
If you have ear problems such as dry skin, eczema, dermatitis, ‘runny ears’, you will find that keeping 
your ears dry will improve the condition. 

Earplugs, which may be mandatory in some occupations, can have a similar effect as cotton buds, 
causing irritation and impaction of wax.

What should I avoid?
Never use cotton buds to clean your ears. They can irritate the delicate skin, push ear wax further 
into the canal and cause impaction.

Who can I contact for further information?
If you need further advice speak to your GP / Practice Nurse.
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