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The prevention of infection is a major priority in all healthcare and everyone has a part to play.
• Please decontaminate your hands frequently for 20 seconds using soap and water or alcohol gel if available
• If you have symptoms of diarrhoea and/or vomiting, cough or other respiratory symptoms, a temperature 

or any loss of taste or smell please do not visit the hospital or any other care facility and seek advice  
from 111

• Keep the environment clean and tidy
• Let’s work together to keep infections out of our hospitals and care homes.

Donating Bone
Trauma & Orthopaedics - Bone Bank

Introduction 
This leaflet is for patients considering bone donation during hip replacement surgery. 

Which bone can I donate?
When you have a hip replacement, bone from your old hip can be used to help another patient.

During the operation, the ball part of the hip joint [known as the head of femur] is replaced and 
usually discarded. Although the surface of this bone is damaged by arthritis, the underlying bone is 
good and can be stored to use for someone else. 

Can anyone donate their bone?
Most people can, there is no upper age limit. However, if you have certain health problems you will 
be unable to donate bone; this will be discussed with you at the time of pre-assessment. 

How can donated bone be used to help others? 
Sometimes hip and knee replacements can become loose and wear away the surrounding bone 
in which case a ‘re-do’ [known as a revision] operation may be required. Donated bone can be 
very important in building up the bone that has been worn away and helping anchor the new hip 
replacement in place. This makes it much more likely that the revision operation will be successful 
and will last a long time. 

Donated bone can also be used during other operations to treat bones damaged through injury or 
disease.

What is involved? 
If you are having a hip replacement we would like you to consider donating the bone which is 
normally discarded. The donation of bone does not affect your operation or recovery; we simply 
“bank” the surplus bone. 

When you visit the pre-assessment clinic a nurse will talk to you about bone donation and answer 
any questions you may have. You will be asked questions about your general health before signing a 
form to consent for bone donation. Any information that you give is kept confidential. 
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Some extra tests will be carried out on the blood taken at the same time as your other routine 
blood tests. Six months after your operation we will contact you again and arrange to take a further 
sample of blood. These blood tests ensure that your blood remains free of infections such as HIV / 
AIDS, Hepatitis B & C, Syphilis and HTLV 1. Samples are also taken of the donated bone to make sure 
that it is free of infection.

Will I be notified of the test results?
You will only be contacted if the blood tests are found to be positive. This is extremely unlikely 
to occur due to the screening process. However, if the results are positive you will be offered 
professional support and guidance. 

If you do want to know any of the test results please contact the Bone Bank in writing at the address 
overleaf. Please wait until a couple of weeks after the tests were taken before you contact the Bone 
Bank.

How easy is it to say no? 
Very easy. There is no obligation or pressure put on you to donate bone this is entirely your choice. 

When you visit the pre-assessment clinic and donation is discussed, you are free to say no for 
whatever reason. You can contact the Bone Bank at any point if you have any questions or concerns. 

Where can I find further information?
Please contact the Bone Bank at the address below.

Bone Bank
Pre-operative Assessment Clinic
Hollybank Day Case Unit
Level 3
Cannock Chase Hospital
Brunswick Road
Cannock
WS11 5XY
Telephone: 01543 576589

Further information about tissue donation can be obtained from:

The National Blood Service: 
www.blood.co.uk/

The Human Tissue Authority: 
www.hta.gov.uk/

The British Association of Tissue Banking: 
www.batb.org.uk/

Glossary of Terms:
TB: Tuberculosis

HIV: Human Immuno-deficiency virus

AIDS Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome

HTLV 1: Human T-Lymphotropic Virus type 1
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